The Coalition of Advocates for Equal Access for Girls (the Coalition) started in 1992 when a
group of concerned citizens formed a statewide advocacy organization for the purpose of ensuring that
girls have the opportunity to develop to their full potential. In 1993, the Coalition sponsored and helped
pass the Equal Access for Girls law (ORS 417.270) in the Oregon Legislature. As a result, Oregon is the only
state in the nation with a law that requires all state agencies providing services to children to ensure that
girls have equal access to appropriate gender-specific services, treatment and facilities.
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The Coalition is an all-volunteer member-driven organization
dedicated to supporting the adults who empower girls and to
giving girls a voice and voice to their issues and needs. The
Coalition is led by a fifteen-member volunteer Board of
Directors; individuals and organizations that are passionate
about the mission and vision that set the foundation for gender
equity for girls in Oregon. The Coalition acts as a state level
advocate for girls, an education and information resource on
the issues that girls face and on effective work with girls, and a
network for members committed to supporting girls. The
Coalition advocates for and educates others about all girls 9-19
years of age, especially those who are at risk for endangerment
and disconnection.

The mission of the Coalition is to ensure that girls receive equal access to all the appropriate
gender-specific support and services they need to help them develop to their full potential.
The Coalition’s work is threefold: ADVOCACY, EDUCATION, and OUTREACH
ADVOCACY: Giving a Voice to Girls’ Issues
 Maintain advisory seats at the state department level to ensure that the voices of girls statewide are
being heard and that young women are provided equity in access to gender-responsive services.
 Maintain a strong voice at the state and national levels for the needs and issues of girls.
 Connect Coalition members and girls themselves to Oregon’s decision makers, facilitating each girl’s
discovery of the power of her own voice.

EDUCATION: Raising Awareness
 Inform members and state agencies of current relevant gender-specific issues, approaches and
effective gender-responsive models of proven/promising practices and services.
 At the national level offer resources and tools, to promote replication of Oregon’s Equal Access
legislation and educate them about the benefits of utilizing proven gender-responsive practices.

NETWORKING: Building Positive Partnerships for Girls

 Create an environment in Oregon that encourages the development of communities of support for
girls and young women.
 Build/encourage statewide partnerships with organizations that can create local networks provide
opportunities at the local, state and national levels to connect, share, and build relationships.
For more information about the Coalition contact Pam Patton, President.
503.297.2217 ext. 23 / pam@equalaccessforgirls.org / www.equalaccessforgirls.org
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